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Leixlip Community Library awarded for improved access for those with disabilities

-NDA hosts Excellence through Accessibility awards ceremony for public bodies-

Leixlip Community Library was awarded today, International Day of Disabled People, for its achievement of excellent accessibility of services at an award ceremony held by the National Disability Authority (NDA) at Dublin’s Mansion House.

The Excellence through Accessibility (EtA) scheme recognises public bodies which attain high standards in accessibility across key aspects of their services including buildings and facilities, publications, websites, customer services, human resources and procurement procedures.

Presenting the awards, local Minister of State with Responsibility for Disability and Mental Health, Jimmy Devins TD said, "The issue of accessibility for people with disabilities is one of the key parts of the Government's National Disability Strategy. This year's establishment of a Centre for Excellence in Universal Design in the NDA under Part 6 of the Disability Act 2005 lays the foundations for a future where accessibility will be to the forefront of architecture, product design, and IT. Today's event highlights that this thinking is already permeating through the public service."

"This year's recipients can be very proud of receiving their Excellence through Accessibility award, which demonstrates their commitment to accessibility and to best practice in delivering comprehensive public services to people with disabilities" said Angela Kerins, Chairperson of the National Disability Authority.

"Providing everybody with access to public services is essential, and these public bodies have played a considerable role, not only in championing the importance of accessible services in their own organisations, but also in setting a standard for others to follow" concluded Ms. Kerins.

The tactile map commissioned by the library from Norway is a key feature of the library’s commitment to serving those with disabilites. The map provides the vision impaired with an easy to use plan of  the facility. 
The Revenue Commissioners achieved EtA awards for three Dublin locations this year (O’Connell St, Tallaght and Dublin Port).

Other public service bodies presented with EtA awards this year include, Cork County Council, Waterford Central Library, Mayo County Council, Sligo County Council, FÁS Employment Services, Wexford County Council and An Bord Pleanala.
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Note to Editors

The Excellence through Accessibility Awards were developed in partnership with the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform and were launched by President Mary McAleese in October 2005. The first awards were presented in September 2006. The Excellence through Accessibility Awards are presented to public bodies who achieve high standards in accessibility of

their services.

The centre for Excellence in Universal Design (CEUD) was established under the Disability Act 2005 and is an integral part of the National Disability Strategy .The CEUD is part of the National Disability Authority (NDA) which  is the primary body with the responsibility for the promotion of Universal Design in Ireland. Ireland is the first country in the world to place Universal Design on a statutory footing.

The concept of Universal Design refers to the design and composition of an environment so that it can be accessed, understood and used to the greatest extent possible by all people. This includes public places in the built environment such as buildings, streets or spaces that the public have access to; products and services provided in those places; and systems that are available including information and communications technology (ICT).

The National Disability Authority is the lead state agency on disability issues, providing independent expert advice to Government on policy and practice.
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